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THE FIRST SYMPOSIUM ON THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS IN CHINA 
Under the auspices of the Chinese Mathematical Society (CMS) 
and the Chinese Society of the History of Science and Technology 
(cSHST), the First National Symposium on History of Mathematics 
was held in Dalian (Liaoning Province) from July 20 to July 25, 
1981. This was an important gathering of mathematicians and 
historians of mathematics. The 53 participants included uni- 
versity professors and specialists in the history of mathematics 
and mathematical education, as well as journalists and editors 
from all parts of China. 
Professor Yan Dun-jie, Vice-President of the Council of 
CSHST, presided over the Symposium and delivered an address 
entitled "Historiography of Mathematics." Professor Wu Wen-jun, 
Vice-President of the Council of CMS, also gave an invited ad- 
dress--"Mathematical Thought in the Orient and Occident from 
Ancient to Modern Times"--and delivered a paper, "Research on 
the Original Proofs in Liu Hui's Hai Da0 Suan Jing" (A Mathema- 
tical Classic of Sea Island.) These addresses won wide commen- 
dation from the participants. 
The Symposium received 29 papers, of which 16 were read at 
the plenary session. There were lively discussions in the panel 
sessions, and it was agreed that the Symposium would mark the 
beginning of a new period of intensive research in the field of 
the history of mathematics. 
Papers and Reports Delivered at the Symposium 
1. Historiography of Mathematics. Yan Dun-jie (Institute of 
History of Natural Science). 
2. Mathematical Thought in the Orient and the Occident from 
Ancient to Modern Times. Wu Wen-jun (Institute of System 
Science). 
3. 
4. 
Some Characteristics of Mathematical Development in Ancient 
China. LiaHCJ ZOllg-jU (Liaoning Teachers' College). 
Research on the Original Proofs in Liu Hui's "Hai Dao Suan 
Jing" [A Mathematical Classic of Sea Island]. WU kkn-jUtI 
(Institute of System Science). 
5. History of Japanese Mathematics. Du Shi-ran (Institute of 
History of Natural Science). 
6. The First Paper on Non-Euclidean Geometry. Li Di (Inner- 
Mongolia Teachers College). 
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7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. A Survey of Historiography of Mathematics throughout the 
World. HU &IO-XUan (Institute of Mathematics). 
18. On "Wang Mang Tong Hu" [a Dry Measure]. Mei Rong-zhao 
(Institute of History of Natural Science). 
19. 
20. 
Commentary on Xiang Mingda's Mathematical Thought. He 
Shao-geng (Institute of History of Natural Science). 
On the Concept of "Lu" [a Kind of Proportion] and Its Ap- 
plications in "Jiu Zhang Suan Shu" [The Nine Chapters of 
Arithmetic] and Liu Hui's Commentary. Guo Shu-chun (In- 
Development of the "Geng Xiang Jian Sun" Method [Euclidean 
Algorithm] in China and in Japan. Shen Kang-shen (Hangzhou 
University). 
Methodology of Mathematical History. Owyang Jiang (Shanxi 
University). 
The History of Set-Theoretical Thought in the 19th Century. 
Huang Shun-ji (Chinese People's University). 
The Structure-System of Geometry in Ancient China. Bai 
Shang-shu (Beijing Normal University). 
On Von Neumann. Zhu Shui-lin (Shanghai Branch of the Acad- 
emy of Social Science). 
The Role of the History of Mathematics in Mathematical 
Teaching in the Middle School. YUEUI XiaO-IninCj (Shanghai 
Teachers' College). 
An Imaginary Figure about the Ancient Chinese Abaccus. 
Li Pei-ye (Ankang Teachers' Training School). 
The History of Mathematics and the Teaching of Mathematics. 
Qian Ke-ren (Jiangsu Teachers College). 
Li Renshu's Study of Stirling and Eulerian Numbers. Luo 
Jian-jin (Inner-Mongolia Teachers College). 
The Manuscript of "Ji He Yuan Ben" [the Elements of Geom- 
etry] and "Suan Fa Yuan Ben" [the Elements of Arithmetic] 
in "Shu Li Jing Yun". Li Zhao-hua (Inner-Mongolia Teachers 
College). 
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21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
Relationship between the History of Mathematics and Mathe- 
matical Applications, Education, Methodology, and Philosophy. 
Sun XiaO-li (Beijing University). 
Impressions of the History of Mathematics and Mathematical 
Teaching during a Visit in Japan. Ma Zhong-lin (Northeast 
Normal University). 
Some Proposals Concerning the Study of History of Mathema- 
tics. Zhao Zhong-li (Chinese Science and Technology Uni- 
versity). 
Theory of Fractions in Ancient China. Li Ji-min (North- 
west University). 
Readers who wish further information may write to: Pro- 
fessor Yan Dun-jie, Institute of History of Natural Science, 
Chinese Academy of Science, 1 Gongyuan West Street, Beijing, 
People's Republic of China. 
